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(57) 1/ invention eoneerne un appareil (15) de 
distribution de cartes a une table de jeux de casino. 
L 'appareil, ou sabot de distribution, comporte une base 
(20) et un rouleau (25) a carles. Lors de r utilisation, la 
base supportc un ou plusicurs jcux dc cartes (17). I.c 
rouleau a carles est relie mobile a lu base et exerce surles 
cartes dans la base une pression vers le bas s afin qu'elles 
puissent etre retirees de la base. Lorsqu'on retire les 
cartes pour les melanger, le rouleau a cartes se deplace 
dans un emplacement dc rcpos a 1 'intcricur dc la base, cc 
qui facilile le relrail el Pinsertion des carles. En reslanl 
dans la base, le rouleau a cartes est protege contre tout 
end omnia gement. L'invention conceme egalement un 
procedd permettant d'acceder aux cartes dans un sabot de 
distribution ct dc les cn rctircr. 
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(57) Abstract 

An apparatus (15) for dealing cards 
at a casino gaming table. The apparatus, 
or dealer shoe, has a base (20) and a card 
roller (25). The base holds a deck or 
decks of cards (17) while in use. The 
card roller is movably connected to the 
base and applies a downward pressure on 
the cards in the base so mat they may be 
removed from the base. The card roller is 
moved into a resting place within the base 
when cards are removed to be shuffled, 
facilitating removal and insertion of the 
caTds. By resting in the base, the card 
roller is protected from damage. The 
invention also relates to a method for 
providing access to and removal of cards 
in a dealer shoe. 
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RELATED APPLICATION 

This application claims priority from U.S. Provisional 
Application, Serial No 60/061,995. filed October 14, 1997 and from 
U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/081,165 filed April 8, 1998. 

BACKGROUND 

The field of the invention is the card dealing devices of the casino 
gaming industry. These card dealing devices tend to be unwieldy, 
awkward to use, highly likely to wear down and break, and inefficient. 

What is needed is an easy to use card dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is a long-lasting card dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is an efficient card dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is an easy to move card dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is a durable card dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is an easy to manufacture dealing apparatus. 
What is needed is a better method for replacing cards in a dealing 
apparatus. 

SUMMARY OP THE INVENTION 

The Invention is an apparatus for dealing cards at a casino gaming 
table. More particularly, it is a dealer shoe that provides convenient 
access to and removal of cards. Generally, it comprises a base, which 
has a resting place, and a card roller. The base holds one or more decks 
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and applies a downward force on the cards during normal operation. 
Before the cards are replaced, the card roller Is moved to the resting 
place within the base, facilitating removal and Insertion of the cards. 
The card roller's connection to the base normally prevents the card roller 
from being removed from the base, so that it cannot be damaged. 

It Is an object of this Invention to provide an easy to use card 
dealing apparatus. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a long-lasting card 
dealing apparatus. 

It is an object of this Invention to provide an efficient card dealing 
apparatus. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an easy to move card 
dealing apparatus. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a durable card dealing 
apparatus. 

It is an object of this invention to provide an easy to manufacture 
dealing apparatus. 

It is an object of this Invention to provide a better method for 
replacing cards In a dealing apparatus. 
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BRIEF DESCRIPTION OP THE DRAWINGS 

FIGURE la Is a perspective view of the dealer shoe In use. 

FIGURE lb is a perspective view of the dealer shoe with the card roller 

in the resting place. 

FIGURE 2 is a perspective view of the base without the card roller. 

FIGURE 3a is side view of the card roller. 

FIGURE 3b is a top view of the card roller. 

FIGURE 3c is a perspective view of the card roller. 

FIGURE 4 is a perspective view of an alternative embodiment of the 

dealer shoe. 

FIGURE B Is a perspective view of another embodiment of the dealer 
shoe. 

FIGURE 6 is a side view of another embodiment of the dealer shoe. 
FIGURES 7a Ac 7b are flowcharts of a preferred method of the present 
invention. 

DETAILED DESCRIPTION 

The invention relates to an apparatus for dealing cards. More 
particularly, it relates to a dealer shoe providing a dealer with convenient 
access to and removal of cards, that is not only easy to use. but is 
reliable, durable, and easy to manufacture. Generally P the novel dealer 
shoe is comprised of two parts: a base, which holds at least one deck of 
cards, and a card roller, which is movably connected to the base and 
which ensures proper movement of the cards in the base. 
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I. Preferred Embodiment 
Figures la and lb show a preferred embodiment of the dealer shoe 
15* Figure la shows the preferred embodiment while in use and Figure 
lb shows the preferred embodiment while at rest. Both Figures la and 
lb show two elements of the apparatus: a base 20 and a card roller 25. 
While In use, the card roller 25 is in the base 20, applying a downward 
force on the cards 17. As shown in Figure la, there Is a vacant resting 
place 36 In the base 20. When not In use, as shown in Figure lb, the 
card roller 25 is In the resting place 36, so that the cards 17 may be 
easily removed, replaced, and/or shuffled. 

The base 20 generally sits on a table (not shown), such as a 
gaming table, and has a card channel 30. a card door 33, and a resting 
place 36. As shown in Figure la, while in use the card channel 30 holds 
playing cards 17 and the card roller 25. The card door 33 keeps the 
cards 17 in the card channel 30 and allows the dealer 19 to remove one 
card 17 at a time. The resting place 36 allows the card roller 25 to rest 
within the base 20 so that it does not interfere with the replacement of 
the cards 17. Generally, the playing cards 17 are standard playing cards 
used in a casino. 

Referring to Figures la and lb, in the preferred embodiment, the 
card roller 25 is movably connected to the base 20 and while in use is 
positioned within the card channel 30 of the base 20. While in use, the 
card roller 25 applies a downward force on the cards 17 in the card 
channel 30. The downward force causes the cards 17 to move 
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downward, sliding down the ramp, so that each time an Individual card 
17 is removed through the card door 33, another card 17 moves into 
position against the card door 33. While at rest, the card roller 25 is 
positioned within the resting place 36, as shown by Figure lb. The form 
of the resting place 36 keeps the card roller 25 at rest until the dealer 19 
(not shown) moves the card roller 25 out of the resting place 36 and into 
use. 

Once again referring to Figures la and lb, generally, the card 
roller 25 and the base 20 will be made out of the same material so as to 
simplify manufacturing and to reduce time and cost of manufacturing. 
Although plastic is preferred, both the base 20 and the card roller 25 can 
be made from a variety of materials Including any type of metal, plastic, 
wood, rubber, plexiglass, or a combination thereof. 

Figures la, lb, 7a, and 7b best Illustrate the novel method of 
using the dealer shoe. The method for providing convenient access to 
and removal of cards 17 starts with the step of inserting or loading one 
or more decks of cards 17 in the base 20 of the dealer shoe 15, and 
moving the card roller 25 behind the cards 17, as seen in Figure 7a. 
After dealing cards 17, the next step is replacing the remaining cards 17 
In the base 20. This Involves the steps of moving the card roller 25 to a 
resting place 36 in the base 20 that will not interfere with the 
replacement of the cards 17, and removing and reshuffling or replacing 
the remaining cards 17, as shown in Figure 7b. 
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Figure 2 shows a preferred embodiment of the base 20. Figure 2 
shows the base 20 with a bottom 98, the card channel 30. the card door 
33 f and the resting place 36. The bottom of the base 98 normally rests 
on whatever surface the dealer shoe 15 Is being used on (such as a 
casino table), and is normally flat The card channel 30 has a ramp 46, 
two opposing walls 43, and two glide tracks 49. The ramp 46 has a top 
463 and bottom 466 and it slopes downward from the top 463 to the 
bottom 466, as shown In Figure 2. The cards 17 (not shown In this 
figure) and the card roller 25 (not shown In this figure) are situated on 
the ramp 46 when the dealer shoe 15 is in use* The angle between the 
ramp 46 and the base bottom 98 is called the ramp angle 47(not shown). 
The ramp angle 47 may range from as much as 5° to 85°, but it is 
preferably In the range of 10° to 30°. 

The opposing walls 43 of the card channel each have an upper 
edge 433 and lower edge 436. Both of the glide tracks 49 run the entire 
length of the card channel 30, following the slope of the ramp 46. The 
glide tracks 49 are located between the upper edges 433 and lower edges 
436 of the opposing walls 43, with one glide track 49 on each wall 43. 
The glide tracks 49 allow the card roller 25 to be movably connected to 
the base 20. Each of the glide tracks 49 are generally in the shape of two 
parallel rails having an opening 491 in the center through which the 
card roller 25 is connected. The glide tracks 49 also each have an open 
end 492 which is normally covered. When these open ends 492 are 
exposed, the card roller 25 can be removed from the base. 
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Referring to Figure 2, the card door 33 is shown to have a finger 
access 53 and a card slot 56. The finger access 53 allows a dealer 19 
(not shown) to put a finger on the card 17 (not shown) at the bottom of 
the ramp 466. The card slot 56 allows the dealer 19 (not shown) to slide 
this card 17 through the card door 33, removing the card 17 (not shown) 
from the dealer shoe 15. 

Again referring to Figure 2, the resting place 36 is shown to 
include two opposing walls 43. a rear wall 63. a resting surface 66, and 
a glide track 49. The two opposing walls 43 each have an upper edge 
433 and lower edge 436, and are extensions of the opposing walls 43 of 
the card channel 30. The rear wall 63 prevents the card roller 25 from 
falling out of the dealer shoe 15 when it is in the resting place 36. The 
rear wall 63 may be attached to the base by screws, hooks, or other 
fastening means. The rear wall 63 is removed in order to remove the 
card roller 25. Removing the rear wall 63 exposes the glide track open 
ends 492, so that the card roller 25 may be slid out of or Inserted into 
the base 20. 

As shown in Figure 2, the resting surface 66 is connected to the 
top of the ramp 463, and is shown sloping downward in the opposite 
direction of the ramp 46. This sloping direction causes the card roller 25 
to rest against the rear wall 63 when it is in the resting place 36. The 
angle formed between the resting surface 66 and the ramp 46, called the 
peak angle 68, Is generally obtuse. The glide tracks 49 shown in the 
resting place are extensions of the glide tracks 49 in the card channel 
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30, and also allow the card roller 25 to movably connect to the base 20. 
These glide tracks are also located between the upper edges 433 and 
lower edges 436 of the opposing walls 43, and generally, are parallel to 
and follow the same slope of the resting surface 66, 

Figures 3a, 3b, and 3c show a preferred embodiment of the card 
roller 25. In a preferred embodiment, the card roller 25 is of sufficient 
size and weight to apply a force on the cards 17 (not shown in this 
figure). The force on the cards must be enough to cause the cards 17 to 
slide down the ramp 46 (not shown in this figure) so that when an 
individual card 17 is removed from the card door 33, another card 17 
slides into position to be removed. 

Figures 3a, 3b, and 3c show that the card roller 25 has a top 73, 
a bottom 76, two sides 79, a rear 83, a front 86, at least two track guides 
89, and at least one wheel 93. The top 73 is the surface of the card roller 
25 that faces up when the card roller 25 is at rest or in use. The dealer 
19 (not shown) moves the card roller 25 to the resting place 36 by 
gripping the top 73 and the sides 79 and rolling the card roller 25 up the 
ramp 46 and over the peak angle to the resting place 36. The card roller 
bottom 76 is the surface opposite to the top 73, which is In contact with 
the ramp 46 or the resting surface 66. Each of the two sides 79 faces 
one of the opposing sides 43. The card roller rear 83 faces the rear wall 
63 and is in contact with the rear wall 63 when the card roller 25 is in 
the resting place 36. 
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Referring to Figures 3a. 3b, and 3c, the card roller front 86 is the 
surface opposite the rear 83. When In use, the front 86 Is flush with the 
back of the card 17 that is closest to the top of the ramp 463. The front 
86 is sloped so that it is approximately parallel to the card door 33 when 
the dealer shoe 15 is in use and the card roller 25 is in the card channel 
30. Preferably, this front slope angle 88 is approximately the same as 
the angle between the card door 33 and the ramp 46. This helps 
position the cards 17 so only one card 17 may exit through the card slot 
56 at a time. 

The front slope angle 88 is preferably greater than the ramp angle 
47 formed between the ramp 46 and the bottom of the base 98. In the 
preferred embodiment, the sum of peak angle 68 and the front slope 
angle 88 approximately equals 180°. Therefore, when the card roller 25 
is in the resting place 36, this angle sum causes the card roller front 86 
to be flush with the ramp 46, and the two form one continuous, smooth 
surface. This makes the removal and replacement of the cards 17 (not 
shown) easier. In one example, the peak angle 68 is 140° and the front 
slope angle 88 is 40°. In this example, the ramp angle 47 would be 
approximately 30° and the angle between the card door 33 and the ramp 
30 would be approximately 40°. Preferably, the ramp angle 47 is 
between 5° and 60°, the front slope angle 88 is between 5° and 90°, and 
the peak angle 68 is between 90° and 175°. 

Referring again to Figures 3a, 3b, and 3c, the track guides 89 are 
located with one track guide on each card roller side 79. The track 
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guides 89 help to movabty connect the card roller 25 with the base 20 by- 
being positioned within the glide tracks 49. The track guides 89 are 
preferably smooth and cylindrically shaped, and are of sufficient length 
and size to stay positioned within the glide tracks 49 under normal 
conditions. The track guides 89 fit through the open sides 491 of the 
glide tracks 49. The track guides 89 are positioned within the glide 
tracks 49 by removing the rear wall 63 and then sliding the guides 89 
into the open ends 492 of the glide tracks 49. Connected as such, the 
card roller 25 is guided up and down the glide tracks 49. This 
connection helps the card roller 25 to move and operate smoothly. 
Normally, this connection also keeps the card roller 25 from being 
removed from the base 20. This connection prevents or reduces the 
damage and wear a card roller 25 might normally experience when 
removed from the base 20. For example, when a card roller 25 is 
removed from the dealer shoe, it is often dropped, chipped, cracked, 
scratched, or otherwise damaged. 

Once more referring to Figures 3a, 3b, and 3c, a wheel 93 extends 
from the bottom 76. The wheel 93 has an axle (not shown) that keeps it 
at the proper height, so that the card roller 25 operates correctly. The 
axle also connects the wheel to the card roller 25. One of ordinary skill 
in the art should be able to construct the axle to connect the wheel 93 
to the card roller 25. The wheel 93 is in contact with the ramp 46 or the 
resting surface 66, depending on where the card roller 25 Is located. The 
wheel 93 helps the card roller 25 to move smoothly and easily. The 
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wheel 93 allows the dealer 19 to move the card roller 25 to the resting 
place 36 without much effort. The wheel 93 also reduces the effect of 
friction on the card roller 25. thereby allowing the card roller 25 to more 
efficiently force the cards 17 downward. The height of the wheel 93 is 
preferably less than the height of a card. The wheel 93 is wide enough 
so that the card roller 25 stays balanced. The wheel may be made from 
a variety of materials, including: any type of metal, plastic, wood, rubber, 
plexiglass, or a combination thereof. 

The construction of the dealer shoe 15 can be accomplished in a 
variety of ways. One such manner of manufacturing would be to build 
molds for the base 20 and card roller 25 and then pour whatever 
material was being used Into the molds. After the material solidified, 
the base 20 and card roller 25 would be removed from the molds, and 
whatever finishing touches were necessary could be completed. 
Likewise, the base 20 and card roller 25 could be machined or sculpted 
from the material to be used. Furthermore, the base 20 and card roller 
25 could be divided into portions, which would be individually 
manufactured and then combined to produce the dealer shoe 15. 

II. Alternative MMiTnepts 
Figure 4 shows an alternative embodiment of the base 20, wherein 
the card roller 25 is held in the resting place 36* by a different 
mechanism. The base 20 has a card channel 30, a card door 33. and a 
resting place 36\ The resting place 36' shown in Figure 4 is different 
than the resting place 36 shown in Figures la, lb, and 2. The resting 
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place 36' has two opposing walls 43, a rear wall 63, a resting surface 66*, 
and a glide track 49\ as above. The differences are seen In the resting 
surface 66* and the glide track 49*. as described below. 

Referring to Figure 4, the resting surface 66' Is connected to the 
top of the ramp 463. The resting surface 66\ however, slopes downward 
at approximately the same angle and In the same direction as the ramp 
46. The glide track 49' is an extension of the glide track 49' In the card 
channel 30, but, It has a lock 96 at Its end. This lock 96 holds the card 
roller 25 In the resting place 36\ The lock 96 is preferably formed by the 
glide track 49' having a moderate upward slope 493 followed by a sharp 
downward drop 496, as shown by Figure 4. Having an upward slope 493 
allows for a greater downward drop 496, and therefore, a more effective 
lock 96. Hie card roller 25 can be moved out of the resting place 36' 
simply by lifting It high enough for the track guides 89 to clear the sharp 
downward drop 496. 

Figure 5 shows another alternative embodiment of the base 20, in 
which the base bottom 98 is different. In Figure 5, the base 20 has been 
formed so that the base bottom 98 is not flat. Therefore, at one end of 
the base 20, the base bottom 98 does not rest upon the table or other 
supporting surface. Rather, the base 20 has been formed to have a 
handle 99 at this end. This handle 99 allows for the dealer shoe 15 to 
be more easily handled and moved around. Forming the base 20 with 
this handle 99 also reduces the amount of material needed for the base 
20, and thereby reduces the weight of the base 20. 
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Figure 6 shows an alternative embodiment of the base 20, wherein 
the card roller 25 is held in the resting place 36" by a different 
mechanism. This embodiment of the base 20 also has a card channel 
30, a card door 33, and a resting place 36". The resting place 36" shown 
in Figure 4 is different than the resting places 36 and 36* shown in 
Figures la, lb, 2, and 4. The resting place 36" has two opposing walls 
43, a rear wall 63, a resting surface 66". and a glide track 49, as above. 
The differences are seen In the resting surface 66". 

Referring to Figure 6, the resting surface 66" Is connected to and 
continuous with the ramp 463. Indeed, the resting surface 66" Is similar 
to and has the same slope as the ramp 463. In this embodiment, the 
ramp angle 47 is 12.5°, the front slope angle 88 is 30°. and the angle 
between the card door 33 and the ramp Is 30°. The resting surface 66", 
however, also has a wheel holder 100. When the card roller 25 is In the 
resting place 36", the wheel 93 rests to the wheel holder 100. The wheel 
holder 100 is a depression of sufficient depth to hold the card roller 25 
still when the wheel 93 rests in the wheel holder 100. To put the card 
roller 25 back in use, the dealer simply moves the card roller 25 so that 
the wheel 93 rolls out of the wheel holder 100. 

There are many other possible variations to the novel dealer shoe. 
For example, the card roller 25 could be a variety of shapes, including a 
cylinder. In an alternative embodiment, the card roller 25 Includes 
finger holes In its top 73 or a handle to make the handling of the card 
roller 25 easier. Furthermore, to additional embodiments, the glide 
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tracks 49. and thereby the track guides 89. have a different form. For 
example, in one such alternative embodiment the glide tracks 49 could 
have ball bearings In them to provide for a smoother glide, or the glide 
tracks 49 could have a hinged hatch to allow the opening of the track 
and removal of the track guides 89. and hence, the card roller 25. In 
another embodiment, the track guides 89 are spring-loaded, so that the 
track guides 89 can squeezed to be removed from the glide tracks 49. 

In still another embodiment, the wheel 93 is replaced by multiple 
wheels or removed altogether. Likewise, in other embodiments, the 
resting place 36 takes different forms, such as a latch for a spring-loaded 
card roller discussed below. 

Another embodiment of the dealer shoe includes a spring-loaded 
card roller. The spring causes the card roller to apply the necessary 
force on the cards. Instead of or in addition to the downward force 
normally created by the card roller. The base In this embodiment may 
have a horizontal ramp or a sloped ramp. A latch or lock in the resting 
place allows the card roller to be locked into a resting place so that the 
cards are easily removed. 

The terms and descriptions used here are set forth by way of 
illustration only and are not meant as limitations. Those skilled in the 
art will recognize that numerous variations are possible within the spirit 
and scope of the invention as defined in the following claims. 
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[received by the International Bureau on 16 April 1999 (16 04 99)- 
original claims 1, 3, 7. 9 and 20 amended; remaining claims unchanged (4 pages)] 

1 . A method for providing access to and removal of cards in a 
dealer shoe, comprising the steps of: 



placing one or more decks of cards in a dealer shoe comprised 
of a base and a card roller connected to the base; and 

replacing or shuffling the cards in the dealer shoe, comprising 
the steps of: 

removing the cards from the dealer shoe; 

inserting cards into the dealer shoe; and 

moving the card roller to a resting place in the base, 
whereby the roller will not interfere with the replacing step. 

2. The method of claim 1 further comprising: 

moving the card roller away from the resting place in the base, 
wherein the card roller remains connected to the base during 
movement. 



-23- 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 1?) 



CA 02306226 2000-0414 
WO 99/19033 PCT/US98/21499 

3. The method of claim 1 or 2 wherein the card roller has one or 
more track guides and is connected to the base with the one or more 
track guides and one or more glide tracks, and wherein the step of 
moving the roller to a resting place comprises: 

sliding the card roller along the glide tracks. 

4. The method of claim 2 or 3 wherein the base comprises a ramp 
and the inserted cards are inserted on the ramp, and wherein the step 
of moving the card roller away from the resting place comprises: 

positioning the card roller on the ramp whereby some of the 
weight of the card roller rests upon the inserted cards. 

5. The method of claim 2, 3, or 4 wherein the card roller further 
comprises a wheel and the step of moving the card roller away from 
the resting place includes rolling the card roller over an angled peak. 

6. The method of claim 1, 2, 3, 4, or 5 wherein the removed cards 
are shuffled and then the shuffled cards are inserted into the shoe. 

7. A dealer shoe for providing access to and removal of cards, 
comprising: 
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a base, that holds one or more decks of cards while in use, 
comprising a resting place; and 

a card roller, movably connected to the base and situated within 
the base, wherein the card roller normally supplies a force against the 
cards in the base; 

wherein the card roller rests in the resting place during 
replacement of the one or more decks of cards so that the card roller 
does not interfere with the replacement of the one or more decks of 
cards. 

8. The dealer shoe of claim 7 wherein the card roller is non- 
removably movably connected to the base. 

9. The dealer shoe of claim 7 or 8 wherein the base further 
comprises a glide track through which the card roller is movably 
connected to the base. 

10. The dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, or 9, wherein the resting place 
comprises a resting surface that is sloped so that the force of gravity 
holds the card roller in place in the resting place. 



AMENDED SHEET (ARTICLE 19) 



WO 99/19033 



CA 02306226 200004-14 



PCT/US98/21499 



Q baoe, for holding one or mere d o oko of cards while in use. 

comprising a resting place; and / 

a card roller, movably connected to the base and situated within 
the base, wherein the card roller normally supplies a fofte against the 
cards in the base, and whereby the card roller mdy be moved to the 
resting place. / 

8. The dealer shoe of claim 7 Wherein the card roller is non- 
removably movably connected to^he base. 

9. The dealer shoe olAsinx 7 or 8 wherein the resting place allows the 
card roller to rest wlfhin the base so that it does not interfere with the 
removal or replacement of the cards. 

10. Zhe dealer shoe of claim 7 f 8 t or 9, wherein the resting place 
comprises a resting surface that is sloped so that the force of gravity 
holds - ^H roHer In plnrr In t hr r mnt l nfl pla ce. 

11. The dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9 or 10 wherein the resting place 
comprises a glide track and the glide track has a lock on it that holds the 
card roller within the resting place. 
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12. Hie dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9, 10, or 1 1 wherein the base further 
comprises a card channel, wherein the one or more decks of cards are 
placed. 

13. Hie dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9. 10, 11 or 12 wherein the glide 
track is in both the card channel and resting place. 

14. The dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, or 13. wherein the 
base further comprises: 

a card door which holds the cards within the card channel and 
allows access and removal of one card at a time. 

15 The dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9, 10. 1 1, 12, 13. or 14 wherein the 
base comprises a ramp formed within the card channel and wherein the 
resting place and the ramp meet at an obtuse peak angle. 

16. The dealer shoe of claim 15 whereby the card roller and the ramp 
are generally flush, flat or level when the card roller is in the resting 
position. 

17. The dealer shoe of claim 7, 8, 9. 10, 1 1, 12, 13, 14 or 15 wherein 
the card roller has a bottom and front and wherein the card roller front 
will rest up against a card. 
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18. The dealer shoe of claim 17 whereby the obtuse peak angle plus 
an angle formed by the bottom and front of the card roller form an angle 
of approximately 180 degrees. 

19. The dealer shoe of claim 7. 8, 9, 10. 1 1. 12. 13. 14. 15, 16. 17. or 
18 wherein the card roller further comprises a wheel which rotates when 
the card roller Is moved. 

20. A dealer shoe for providing access to and removal of cards, 
comprising: 

a base, comprising: 

a card channel, with a ramp, two opposing walls, and two 
tracks, wherein the one or more decks of cards are placed while in 

a card door, with a finger access and a card slot, whereby a 
dealer removes one card at a time by placing a finger onto a card, 
through the finger access, and by sliding that card through the 
card slot and out of the dealer shoe; and 

a resting place, with a rear wall, two opposing walls, two 
glide tracks, and a resting surface: and 
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a card roller, movably connected to the base and situated within 
the card channel while In use and the resting place while at rest, for 
applying a force upon the one or more decks of cards In the base, 
whereby the cards can be removed from the dealer shoe using the card 
door one card at a time, comprising: 



a top, which faces up and out of the base, whereby the 
dealer can move the card roller by gripping the top; 

a bottom, which is opposite of the top, and which faces the 
ramp or resting surface of the base; 

two sides, which face the two opposing walls of the base: 

a rear, which faces the rear wall of the base, and which rests 
against the rear wall when the card roller is in the resting place; 

a front, whloh id oppooltc of the rear, that puohco fluoh- 
against the cards in the base and which is sloped so JhatrlTis 
approximately parallel to the card door whgu^ifls in the card 
channel so that it properly posiUwj^tfxecards to be removed one 
at a time through the rapcT^oor; 

a wheplr^mch extends out of the bottom of the card roller, 
tfrav leduc ia Ihc friction on Uie laid mllcr, is in contact with the ir 
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a front, which is opposite of the rear, that pushes flush 
against the cards in the base and which is sloped so that it is 
approximately parallel to the card door when it is in the card 
channel so that it properly positions the cards to be removed 
one at a time through the card door; 

a wheel, which extends out of the bottom of the card 
roller, that reduces the friction on the card roller, is in contact 
with the ramp or the resting surface of the base and that rotates 
when the card roller is moved; and 

two track guides, with one guide on each of the two sides, 
that movably connect the card roller to the base by being 
positioned within the glide tracks and that help provide for the 
easy and smooth movement of the card roller; 

whereby the card roller can be placed in the resting place when 
at rest or not in use and the cards in the card channel may be 
removed, shuffled and re-inserted or replaced with other cards 
without interference from the card roller. 

2 1 . The dealer shoe of any of the above claims wherein the resting 
place comprises: 

a wheel holder that holds the wheel of the card roller so that the 
card roller remains in the resting place. 
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